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What! sa veaerter’ s obli-. 


gation to identify himself or *. 


herself asa reporter in 
pursuing a news story? 
. Put another way, when is 


‘the source of a news story’ 


entitled to know he is talk- 
ing to a reporter and that 
what he says may wind up 
in-print? Always? Some- 
times? Orwhat? - ‘ 

« The questions arose in 


coanaction with a challenge-. 
- to The Star's handling of a? 


story the other day, and it~ 


‘ occurred to me that a brief. . 


discussion. as to how the: 
press operates in-this deli-- 
_ cate area might be of inter-- 
-ands, possibly _ ow 


George, ae cties eis. 


The eee s somby dsman., ‘ie 


ein point: was. 


7 On Jan. 3 The Star re-:. 
: ported. .on Page |,'a Feder-. 
a 


{customers .-.about. such 


_sthings as dealer warranties, . 


‘repairs made ‘and previous 


pee The. ‘Star: ‘printed ae 
~Story on a reporter's visit: to - 


“half a dozen-area. used-car - 


” dealerships to. check reac-- 


instance presented himself - 


“proach. His quarrel was not 
with the remarks attributed 


to bim but with the report-. 


_er’s Failure to identify him--. 
self. ‘If I’m: going to be. 
quoted," he : said, *‘no re- 


porter has the right, to Come | 
‘in here and interview me .-- 


>. without my knowledge that 


‘treated unlaldy ae sig Poe 


he's a reporter:"I've been . 


‘Right or wrong? 
Allow me to duck a direct: 


“ee wm. 


. answer for a moment, for 
purposes of background. 


- First, 
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George Beveliiges 
‘question | 


*:porter’s. identity is the only 


“gions there,-his identity-hid-" 


i ‘The allegations panou 
age to the used cars.on| 


.*sa$ a- potential: customer} 
: father than a newsman... : 
..A dealer. quoted in. ‘the 
story protested-that ap- ~ But ethically: ilegitimate?:..try to capture some of the 
“ris hard to imagine. an edi- 


oN 


ethics, “of fairness: clearly 
is involved here, and the in- 
stances when reporters fail 
. to identify themselves to 


news sources are exceed-— 


-ingly rare. Apart from 
-ethics; in fact, such identi- 


fications ‘nearly: always . 


help, not hinder, news gath- 
_ering. In.a vast majority of - 
“ cases, no purpose whatever - 
is served by failing to do sO. 


But there. ‘are exceptions 
which newspapers, The 
: Star included, occasionally «: 
.do make “as a‘ matter of: 
‘deliberate editorial judg-:. 


ment. And” usually : this: 


occurs when hiding. the re. 


«-Wway~to obtain information: : 
Sthe public is-entitled: to:get 
Consider: some ‘examples: 


A Feporter: it happened * 
t The Star). arranges to:, 
nter’ a ‘penal institution. as: 
“prisoner™’ in order.to re- 
* port: first-hand. on condi- 


- iden from guards and’ other 
‘inmates, “2:23 7 


eo A. Star reporter; posing - 


grant ripoffs.in taxi.fares' 


(OA reporter: ‘takes hi 


“the: “defects” discovered. J 
oe ‘s 


8 Ab 


reporter poses, 


‘resulted, in another ci Ys 
ue a Pulitze Prize. 
sitarwey! 
Deceit? Certainly: an’ele- 
“ment of it in each instance.” 


tor, or, I suspect, a reader, 
who would Mispute that the. 
means were justified to se-. 
,cure legitimate news,..which 
hardly could have been ob-..: 
tained otherwise. © ins 


become.a good deal more.. 
“complicated “than: these . 


ee “Most papers. for exam- 


_ ple: approach public busie . 


ness; and public officials 
_-who hold themselves out for: 


a. Pohoaaen of. ‘ “public. approbation, | quite: the: reporter © failure to, 


to'several: ‘duto-inspection vo! 
* agents'in order to compare 


2 “rbut of the fact that no. pat: 
. Clandestinely, /as.a+ social = 

“se tone to. the proposed FTC.  worker..The articles. that ae 
: “order. The: reporter in this ; 


The subjéct also: ‘can * 
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differently than they ap. 
proach private individuals 
and their purely personal 
lives, Thus newspapers had 
‘no qualms about: publishing 
the accidental bugging of 
Henry Kissinger’s dinner- 
table conversation in Cana- 
dd afew months ago when a 
mike plugged into the press- 
‘room inadvertently was left 
‘open. But reporting the re- 
«Suits of eavesdropping on a 

“personal conversation be- 
tween private individuals in 


“a news story without the: * 
“knowledge of the parties - 
certainly” 


concerned -is 
~anpther matter, 
$ w! Pee 


‘Gases, to this: A reporter's 
“failure to identify himself. 


tional .cireumstances when , 
‘the practice ‘is essential: to. 
.obtain legitimate news. But 
‘such instances‘are rare. 
They should be approached. 


“warily; editors, especially, - 


“have a@ strong obligation ‘to. 
‘weigh the importance of the: 
- Story and to think through 


Trade » Commission as ‘a _traveler;, makes: 'G earefully whether the need - 
‘proposal that all used-car ‘dozen’ cab trips" from ‘Na- =. 
“dealers be required to post ‘ tional ‘Airport. to the same’ 
“window. Stickers- advising -- destination. downtown ‘to- 
-check: allegations: of Flae ; 


veally exists. Too often, I. 
sthink, the tendency of some 


ahead 


What of the "ethics of the: 
-used-car story?- : : 


--éxample not-only of the’. 
difficulty: of the editorial 
‘decision-making - “process 


answer. fits every situation 


: igning editor's instructions 
that the reporter hitle his.~ 
“identity: The intent was ‘to 


. flavor and the substance of 


“the reactions.which con- 7 
_sumers — as opposed to ree. 


porters —. might logically 
encounter in asking . the > 
! same questions themselves. 
In a number of interviews - 
‘around The Star newsroom 
.I- found no editor who felt 
that the judgmental deci- 
ssion. here clearly was 
rong,. although some call- 
, ed it, a ‘*borderline deci. 
sion" or a “tough ques: ’ 
tion.’ hs ‘ 
: My own view is that while 


z 


$0 it boils: dou: in most _ 


may be justified in excep-..: 


‘reporters is shaply to barge 


‘It is..g. Saas sod 


There: was a specific reas. K 
on in this case for the as-" 
Sep spurts. in Hee. “mo 


ee 5h te : 
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“identify, hibriseif was oe 
_Brave offense (indeed, what 


he got frém the dealers asa 
“customer’’ seems to me 
about what he would have 
got as a reporter), the 
public-interest stakes -this 


-time probably didn’. t justify 
‘the predictable reaction of 


betrayal from the news 


“ $ources, 


That's ‘Monday: motniie 
_ quarterbacking, of course, 


~ and it’s easy. . 


._ What do you think? : : 


“martini? is that rm 1 15g: 
" ger. His position paper ow. 
‘the’ related issues of unem- 
ployment and inflation is 22: 
- pages long, longer. and far 
more detailed than that of 
any other “candidate. 
Shriver claims that. his ex- 
perts have fed his positions - 


“mto a) computer model -of 


‘the economy and emerged - 
with the conclusion that 
‘they’ will work, causing, for | 


‘instance, the unemploy- 
_~ment rate to drop from &. y 
percent to. 4.9 percent by | 


“mnid-1978, |. ciaee 

‘Shriver would ° “curb. 
fluctuation i in food prices by 
-reintroducing~ price: sup- 
“ports and scrapping export 
‘ controls.-He would seek the 


oe Rene 


: “establishment of “sizable © 
-£rain.. reserves’”:. 


at “both . 
the national and interna- 
tional ‘levels’: serve -as:‘a - 
further | safeguard~against 


HE. BELIEVES’ a 


- dent should have a presi 


authority. to institute phir 
“by sector (price) controls,” 
and, like Bayh, he stands 
~unatraid of jawboning.... 
When it comes to anti- 
“trust matters, Shriver 
-would Hike to see curbs on-- 
the diversified conglomer- 
ate corporations which 
“swallow up and deperson- ° 
alize. the innovative little 
“companies: that are’ the 
strengths of so many small- 


yer communities.” - 


He would use a carrot — 


: tax incentives — selectively 


to promote competition: in 


_ industries where there have *; 
such -as . 
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mother to 
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“ment, but 10 
- again.-= fo m 
vant, not the 7 
vidual citizen: 
“Rep.. Morri 
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- Udall, 
we are 
“plan.” The yl 

- congressman. 

- would have. ¢ 
which preblem 
handled by Jo 
ments and whic 
taken: over. “by 
. Sovernment. 

Udall “SUggRSt 
“just “SIX or e 
most impor tani 
costly” governn 
Jerns under ti 
“umbrella” -ay 
“mended parcelir 
programs to the 
ities... <2 =: 

:.. “For example 

to federalize. w 

enact national hi 


